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other result than a number of tolerably vague speeches
on the universal necessity of peace; on the strength
of the army which France was about to send forth;
on the decision already taken by the King of Prussia
who had been forced to it, the Emperor said, by
unanimous opinions of all classes of his subjects. It
was easy for me to lay weight on the terrible danger
there was for princes who preferred obeying to com-
manding, and who let themselves be driven to what
had already reduced Prussia from the rank of a great
power, and was possibly to complete its ruin. The
Emperor agreed that this state of things was already
one of revolution which was more disastrous than
any defeat; this naturally gave me an opportunity to
say that no Prince who had received so many proofs of
the devotion of his people could fear to be abandoned
by them when he ordered what alone could assure
their present and future tranquillity. A promise to
assent to whatever the Emperor shall do or desire to
bring about peace; the necessity of a great develop-
ment of the forces of France to bring this about, a
thorough knowledge of the vastness of its resources
and their great power were then mentioned. The
sincerity with which all this was uttered tempted me
to speak at once of an active co-operation which should
abridge and put a speedy end to all difficulties; but I
discerned his fear of any discussion which for me too
would have presented many difficulties that were not
settled before I left Paris; moreover I wished to.
avoid the appearance of seeking an immediate and
direct answer."